
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE 

EASTERN DIVISION 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ANGELA FORTNER, ) 
  ) 
 Plaintiff, ) 
  ) Civil Action No. _______________ 
v.  ) 
  ) 
STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE )  JURY DEMAND 
UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSE, ) 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY  ) 
JOSEPH DIPIETRO, individually ) 
And in his official capacity, ) 
CHANCELLOR OF THE  ) 
UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE ) 
AT MARTIN THOMAS RAKES, ) 
individually and in his official capacity, ) 
  ) 
 Defendants. ) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

NOTICE OF REMOVAL 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 TO: United States District Court 
  Western District of Tennessee 
  Eastern Division 

111 South Highland Avenue, Room 262 
  Jackson, Tennessee  38301 
 
 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1441, 1443, and 1446, 

Defendants State of Tennessee, The University of Tennessee, Joseph DiPietro, and 

Thomas Rakes, collectively referred to as “Defendants,” remove to this Court an action 

commenced in the Circuit Court for Weakley County, Tennessee, in which all 
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jurisdictional requirements under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1343 have been met.  In support 

of this Notice, Defendants state: 

1. On February 10, 2014, an action was commenced in the Circuit Court for 

Weakley County, Tennessee, entitled Angela Fortner v. State of Tennessee, University of 

Tennessee, President of the University of Tennessee and Thomas Rakes, Chancellor of the 

University of Tennessee at Martin, Civil Action No. 2014CV9.  The action was brought 

under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 alleging violation of Plaintiff’s civil rights under the First and 

Fourteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution. 

2. A Summons for each defendant was issued by the Circuit Court on 

February 10, 2014.  The State of Tennessee was served with the Summons and 

Complaint on February 20, 2014.  The other defendants were served with the Summons 

and Complaint on February 24, 2014.   

3. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331, this Court has original jurisdiction over 

Plaintiff’s claims against all Defendants because all of the claims arise under the 

Constitution and laws of the United States.  This Court also has original jurisdiction 

over Plaintiff’s claims, which allege violations of civil rights, pursuant to 28 U.S.C.  

§ 1343.  This action accordingly may be removed to this Court by the Defendants 

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1441(a) and 1443.   

4. Defendants now remove to this Court all claims asserted by Plaintiff in 

this action.  Copies of all process and pleadings served upon the Defendants to date are 

attached hereto as Collective Exhibit A. 

5. Venue is proper in the Western District of Tennessee, Eastern Division.   
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6. This Notice of Removal is filed within 30 days after receipt of the 

Complaint by the Defendants. 

8. Defendants are filing written notice of this Notice of Removal with the 

Circuit Court Clerk for Weakley County, Tennessee at Dresden contemporaneously 

with this filing, a copy of which is attached as Exhibit B. 

9. Copies of all documents filed by Defendants in both Weakley County 

Circuit Court and with this Court have been served on Plaintiff’s counsel. 

Respectfully submitted this 21st day of March, 2014.      

 
       /s/ Thomas C. Doolan 
       Thomas C. Doolan BPR # 012513 

Associate General Counsel  
       The University of Tennessee 

Office of the General Counsel 
       719 Andy Holt Tower 
       Knoxville, TN  37996-0170 
       (865) 974-3245 

tdoolan@tennessee.edu 
 
       Attorney for  All Defendants 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 I hereby certify that on March 21, 2014, a true and correct copy of the foregoing 

Notice of Removal was served via first-class mail, postage prepaid, to  

    Michael L. Weinman 
    112 S. Liberty Street, Suite 321 
    P.O. Box 266 
    Jackson, Tennessee  38302 
  
 
       /s/ Thomas C. Doolan 
       Thomas C. Doolan 

Case 1:14-cv-01063-JDB-egb   Document 1   Filed 03/21/14   Page 3 of 3    PageID 3



                                    CIVIL COVER SHEET

(SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON NEXT PAGE OF THIS FORM.)

I. (a) PLAINTIFFS DEFENDANTS

(b)

(EXCEPT IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES) (IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES ONLY)

(c) (Firm Name, Address, and Telephone Number) (If Known)

II.  BASIS OF JURISDICTION (Place an “X” in One Box Only) III.  CITIZENSHIP OF PRINCIPAL PARTIES (Place an “X” in One Box for Plaintiff

(For Diversity Cases Only)                                                     and One Box for Defendant) 

                                                   PTF    DEF                                                       PTF    DEF

(U.S. Government Not a Party) or

and

(Indicate Citizenship of Parties in Item III)

IV.  NATURE OF SUIT (Place an “X” in One Box Only)

CONTRACT TORTS FORFEITURE/PENALTY BANKRUPTCY OTHER STATUTES

 PERSONAL INJURY PERSONAL INJURY

PROPERTY RIGHTS

LABOR SOCIAL SECURITY

 PERSONAL PROPERTY

 REAL PROPERTY    CIVIL RIGHTS   PRISONER PETITIONS FEDERAL TAX SUITS

Habeas Corpus:

IMMIGRATION

Other:

V.  ORIGIN (Place an “X” in One Box Only)

(specify)

VI.  CAUSE OF ACTION

(Do not cite jurisdictional statutes unless diversity)

VII.  REQUESTED IN

         COMPLAINT:

CLASS ACTION DEMAND $

JURY DEMAND:

VIII.  RELATED CASE(S)

          IF ANY
(See instructions):

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Angela Fortner

Michael L. Weinman
112 S. Liberty Street, Suite 321, PO Box 266
Jackson, TN 38302 731-423-5565

State of Tennessee, The University of Tennessee, UT President
Joseph DiPietro and UT Martin Chancellor Thomas Rakes

Thomas C. Doolan, Associate General Counsel, Univ. of TN
719 Andy Holt Tower, Knoxville, TN 37996-0170 865-974-3245

Civil Rights/employment

03/21/2014 /s/ Thomas C. Doolan

Case 1:14-cv-01063-JDB-egb   Document 1-1   Filed 03/21/14   Page 1 of 1    PageID 4



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF TENNESSEE FOR THE 
TWENTY -SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT DRESDEN, WEAKLEY COUNTY 

) 
ANGELA FORTNER, ) 

) 
Plaintiff, ) 

) 
vs. ) 

) 
) 
) 

STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE UNIVERSITY ) 
OF TENNESSEE, PRESIDENT OF THE ) 
UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE JOSEPH ) 
DIPIETRO, individually and in his official ) 
capacity, CHANCELLOR OF THE . ) 
UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE AT MARTIN ) 
THOMAS RAKES, individually and in his ) 
official capacity, ) 

) 
) 
) 

Defendants. ) 

COMPLAINT 

COPY 

No. aoll/CV9. 
Jury Trial Demanded 

COMES now the Plaintiff, Angela Fortner, by and through counsel, Michael L. Weinn1an, 

and for cause of action would state as follows: 

I. JURISDICTJeN AND VENUE 

I. This is an action for damages and declaratory relief to redress the violation of 

rights secured by the First and Fourteenth Amendments to the Constitution of the United States 

of America. Jurisdiction is invoked pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §§ 1983, 1988 as this Court has 

jurisdiction to hear this cause of action. The actions complained of herein occurred in Weakley 

1 

Collective 
Exhibit A 
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County, Tennessee, within the jurisdiction and venue of this Court. 

II. PARTIES 

2. The Plaintiff, Angela Fortner, was at all times mentioned in this complaint a 

resident of Weakley County, Tennessee. 

3. Defendant, State of Tennessee, hereinafter "State," is a political subdivision of the 

United States of America and operates the University of Tennessee at Martin as a state university 

in Weakley County, Tennessee at all times pertinent hereto. The State may be served by serving 

Robert E. Cooper, Jr., P.O. Box 20207, Nashvill.e, Tennessee 37202. 

4. Defendant, the University of Tennessee ("UT''), is the arm of the State of 

Tennessee that is responsible for the operation of the State's university system including the 

University of Tennessee at Martin ("UT Martin") with its principal office located at 325 

Administration Building, University of Tennessee Martin Campus, Martin, Tennessee 38238. 

Defendant, the University of Tennessee, is responsible for the administration, operation and 

supervision of the University of Tennessee at Martin and for the promulgation and enforcement 

of rules, regulations, policies, customs and practices relevant thereto and at all times pertinent 

was acting under color of law. 

5. Defendant, Joseph DiPietro ("DiPietro"), is and was at all times relevant hereto 

the President of the University of Tennessee and as such was responsible for the administration, 

operation and supervision of University of Tennessee campuses and for the promulgation and 

enforcement of rules, regulations, policies, customs and practices relevant thereto and at all times 

pertinent hereto was acting in that capacity and under color of state law. 

6. Defendant, Thomas Rakes ("Rakes"), is the Chancellor of the University of 

Tennessee at Martin and is responsible for the administration, operation and supervision of the 

2 
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University of Tennessee at Martin and for the promulgation and enforcement of rules, 

regulations, policies customs and practices relevant thereto and at all times pertinent hereto was 

acting in that capacity and under color of state law. 

III. STATEMENTOFFACTS 

7. Plaintiff began her employment with the Defendants at the University of 

Tennessee at Martin on or about October of 2000. At the time of her termination Plaintiff was 

the IT Manager for the Information Technology Services Department helpdesk, responsible for 

the operation of the helpdesk and the supervision of 5 full time employees and 10-12 part time 

employees. Plaintiff was an exemplary employee and had never been subjected to any 

disciplinary actions as an employee of the Defendants 

8. On or about March 30, 20 12 some of the student· s employed by the Defendants 

and working under the Plaintifrs direction created a Facebook group about the UT Martin 

Helpdesk and asked Plaintiff to join the Facebook group. Plaintiff joined the group. 

9. On May I 0, 20 12, one of the members of the Facebook group posted a picture 

and comment pertaining to the microwave oven that was utilized by the Helpdesk workers. 

Another member of the group commented on the picture "we really should clean that 

microwave" on May I 0, 2012. Plaintiff responded to the comment that the microwave should be 

cleaned, stating with her own comment that she agreed it should be cleaned. Plaintiff avers that 

her response to the post was protected speech under the First Amendment. 

10. On October 11, 2013, Plaintiff received a notice from UT Martin's Human 

Resources' Director Phil Bright ("Bright") and her Supervisor Terry Lewis ("Lewis.') requesting 

that she meet with them to discuss issues involving her employment. That same day Plaintiff 

met with Bright and Lewis. 

3 
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11. Lewis stated that because Plaintiff had joined the Facebook group, viewed some 

of the information on the group's page, and did not "do" anything about the group that she had 

two options: resign or be terminated. Lewis and Bright then produced a resignation form that 

had already been prepared and ready prior to the meeting. 

12. Bright informed Plaintiff that if she resigned, she would be paid for her vacation 

days. Bright did not inform Plaintiff that if she chose to resign instead of being terminated she 

would be unable to appeal the decision to terminate her employment as authorized by the 

University of Tennessee Human Resource System Policy ("UT Policy"). Plaintiff asked Bright 

several questions about her termination which he wac; unable to answer. Bright also failed to 

direct Plaintiff to someone who could answer her questions. Plaintiff avers that the Defendants' 

ultimatum that she resign or be terminated effectively discharged her from further employment 

with the Defendants. 

13. Plaintiff avers that the reason for her termination/discharge was because she had 

engaged in constitutionally protected speech and her right to association when she was invited to 

join a Facebook group by a former student employee, joined the group, and commented on a 

Facebook post. 

14. Plaintiff further avers that Defendants termination of her employment did not 

follow the procedures mandated by the UT Policy 

IV. CAUSES OF ACTION 

Claims brought pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 1983 

A. FIRST AMENDMENT CLAIMS 

15. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in paragraphs I 

4 
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through 14 of the Complaint set forth above. 

16. Plaintiff avers that Defendants acting separately and/or conspiring together, under 

color of law, in either or both their individual and/or official capacities and as policy makers for 

ur and UT Martin, retaliated against the Plaintiff for engaging in speech protected by the First 

Amendment to the United States Constitution in violation of Plaintifrs rights under said 

Amendment resulting in the damages listed below. 

17. Plaintiff further avers that Defendants, acting separately and/or conspiring 

together, under color of law, in either or both their individual and/or official capacities, retaliated 

against the Plaintiff for her constitutional right of association protected by the First Amendment 

to the United States Constitution in violation of Plaintifr s rights under said Amendment 

resulting in the damages listed below. 

B. FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT DUE PROCESS CLAIMS 

18. Plaintiff incorporates by reference the factual statements contained in 

paragraphs 1 through 17 of the Complaint set forth above. 

19. Plaintiff submits that the Defendants had in place at the time of her termination 

certain policies and procedures enacted by the University of Tennessee System Policy as 

guaranteed by the University of Tennessee to state employees, applicable to Plaintiff, 

guaranteeing her the right to certain procedures pertaining to disciplinary actions, including 

unsatisfactory work performance or work-related behavior, and termination, which the 

Defendants failed to follow. Plaintiff further avers that these policies and procedures created 

rights enforceable under the due process clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United 

States Constitution, and that each of the Defendants acting separately and/or conspiring together, 

under color of law, in either or both their individual and/or official capacities, denied her 

5 
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procedural due process of law within the meaning of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United 

States Constitution, when they failed to afford her these procedures resulting in the damages 

listed below. 

20. Plaintiff further alleges that Defendants' policies. and procedures left an 

identifiable risk when Defendants, UT and UT Martin, granted uncircumscribed discretion to the 

Director and Supervisor of UT Martin's Human Resources by not providing any guidance on 

requesting for resignation. Defendants illegally delegated this uncircumscribed discretion to 

both the Supervisor and Director. 

V. DAMAGES 

21. As a direct and proximate cause of the foregoing deprivations of constitutional 

rights committed by Defendants, Plaintiff suffered monetary losses due to the loss of her salary 

and other benefits of employment. Defendants' actions complained of herein, have also caused 

Plaintiff to suffer severe emotional harm and mental anguish, embarrassment and inconvenience 

and she has had to retain legal counsel to pursue this action 

22. As a basis for punitive damages against the individually named Defendants, 

Plaintiff Angela Fortner would show that the deprivations of constitutional freedoms and rights 

were knowingly, intentionally, and maliciously done and/or with reckless and/or deliberate 

indifference to these constitutionally protected rights and said acts were further an abuse of the 

power and trust for public officers and employees. 

VI. PRAYERS FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE PREMISES CONSIDERED, Plaintiff respectfully requests: 

a. That process issue and be served upon the Defendants, requiring them to appear 

and answer this Complaint, in accordance with the Tennessee Rules of Civil Procedure; 

6 
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. . 

b. That the Defendants' practices, complained herein, be declared in violation of and 

in contravention of the United States Constitution; 

c. Grant Plaintiff any compensatory damages to which she is entitled arising out of 

Defendant's actions including, but not limited to, damages for her severe emotional distress not 

to exceed $500,000.00. 

d. That Plaintiff be awarded punitive damages to which she is entitled under 42 

U.S.C. § 1983 as a result of the actions complained of herein; 

e. That Plaintiff be awarded the reasonable costs in prosecuting this action and 

prejudgment interest, including reasonable attorney's fees pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 1988; 

f. That Plaintiff be awarded a trial by jury; 

g. That Plaintiff be awarded such other, further and general relief to which they may 

be entitled under either law or equity. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

WEINMAN & ASSOCIATES 

Mic ael L. Weinman(# 015074) 
Atto or Plaintiff 
112 S. Liberty Street, Suite 321 
P.O. Box 266 
Jackson, Tennessee 38302 
(731) 423-5565 
mike@weinmanandassoc.com 

7 
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... 

COST BOND 

I, the undersigned, stand as surety for any amounts required by law or included in the clerks bill 
of costs in this cause. 

8 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF TENNESSEE FOR THE 
TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT DRESDEN. WEAKLEY COUNTY •. .--------, 

,, ___ y ON 
ANGELA FORTNER, 

Plaintiff, 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

JED 24 '14 

vs. 

STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE UNIVERSITY 
OF TENNESSEE, PRESIDENT OF 1liE 
UNIVERSI1Y OF TENNESSEE JOSEPH 
DIPIErRO, indi\idually and in his official 
capacity, CHANCELLOR OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE AT MARTIN 
THOMAS RAKES. individually and in his 
official capacity, 

Defendants. 

To the abo\'e named Dcfcndant(s): 

No. ~"II\ 1\\ tl 
Jury~~ 

SUl\IMONS 

:l.ri C·f~:..;; ~ 
·~z.-:r:-:;! C-..;~1 

ORIGINAL 

Dr. Joe DiPietro, President or the University of Tennessee 
831 Andy Holt Tower 
Knox\'ille, TN 37996 

You are hereby summoned and required to defend a ci\'il action by filing your answer with the Clerk of the Court 

and ser\ing a copy of your answer to the Complaint upon Michael L. Weinman, Plaintifrs attorney, whose address is 112 

S. Uberty Street, Suite 321, P.O. Box 266, Jackson, TN 38302, an answer to the complaint which is herewith served upon 

you within thirty (30) days after service of this summons upon you, exclusive of the day of service. If you fail to do so, 

judgment by default will be taken against you for the relief demanded in the complai1h 

\ViiJiess, , Clerk of said court. at office e -lO!! d of _kb__. 2014. 

-------:-f-1-"'F~~~~F=--"!'"'Iz---·· Clerk 

By: 

NOTICE TO THE DEFENDANT(S): 
Tennessee law provides a ten thousand dollar ($1 0,000.00) personal property exe tion from execution or seizure to 
satisfy a judgment. If a judgment should be entered against you in this action and you wish to claim property as exempt, 
you must file a written list, under oath, of the items you wish to claim as exempt with the clerk of the court. The list may 
be filed at any time and may be changed by you thereafter as necessary, howe\'er, unless it is filed before the judgment 
becomes final, it will not be effective as to any execution or garnishment issued prior to the filing of the list. Cenain items 
are automatically exempt by law and do not need to be listed; these include items of necess31Y wearing apparel (clothing) 
for yourself and your family and trunks or other receptacles necessary to contain such apparel, family portraits, the family 
Bible and school books. Should any of these items be seized you would have the right to recover them. If you do not 
understand your exemption right or how to exercise it, you may wish to seek the counsel of a lawyer. 
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RETURN ON SERVICE OF SUMMONS 

I hereby certify and return that on the __ day of ______ ., 2014, I served this summons together 
with a copy of the complaint herein as follows: 

Name of Process Server 

(This summons is issued purswmt to Rutc 4 of the Tennessee Rules or Ci\il Procedure) 
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IN 1liE CIRCUIT COURT OF TENNESSEE FOR 1HE 
TIVENTY -SEVEN11f JUDICIAL DIS1RICT AT DRESDEN, WEAKLEY COUNTY ---- ·--to( ... ( :t-1\u-J J ON 

ANGELA FORTNER, 
FEB 24 '14 

Plaintiff. 

vs. 
ur or.:-· ...,~ 

Gene~:·c:.--.:~, No. cQotl\ C~ £\ 
Jury Trial Demanded 

STATE OF TENNESSEE. 1HE UNIVERSITY 
OF TENNESSEE. PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNIVERSilY OF 'ICNNESSEE JOSEPH 
DIPIETRO, individually and in his official 
capacity, CHANCELLOR OF THE 
UNIVERSI1Y OF TENNESSEE AT MARTIN 
THOMAS RAKES, indhidually and in his 
official capacity, 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

ORIGINAl 

Defendants. 

SUMMONS 

To the above named Defendant(s): The University of Tennessee, Martin 
c/o Dr. Joe DiPietro, President of the University of Tennessee 
831 Andy Holt Tower 
Knoxville, TN 37996 

You are hereby summoned and required to d~fend a civil action by filing your answer with the Clerk of the Court 

and serving a copy of your answer to the Complaint upon Michael L. Weinman, Plaintiffs attorney, whose address is 112 

S. Liberty Street, Suite 321, P.O. Box 266, Jackson, TN 38302, an answer to the complaint which is hercv.ith served upon 

you within thirty (30) days after service of this summons upon you, exclusive of the day of senicc. If you fail to do so, 

judgment by default will be taken against you for the relief d~manded in the complai~ 

Witness, • Clerk of said court, at office e J..0: day of \i.b t 2014. 

By: 

NOTICE TO nm DEFENDANT(S): 
Tennessee law provides a ten thousand dollar ($1 0,000.00) personal property exem ·on from execution or seizure to 
satisfy a judgment. If a judgment should be entered against you in this action and you wish to claim property as exempt, 
you must file a written list, under oath, of the items you \\ish to claim as exempt with the clerk of the court. The list may 
be tiled at any time and may be changed by you thereafter as necess;uy, however, unless it is filed before the judgment 
becomes final, it will not be effective as to any execution or garnishment issued prior to the filing of the list. Certain items 
are automatically exempt by law and do not need to be listed; these include items of necessary wearing apparel (clothing) 
for yourself and your family and trunks or other receptacles necessary to contain such apparel, family portraits, the family 
Bible and school books. Should any of these items be seized you would have the right to recover them. If you do not 
understand your exemption right or how to exercise it, you may wish to seek the counsel of a lawyer. 

Case 1:14-cv-01063-JDB-egb   Document 1-2   Filed 03/21/14   Page 11 of 16    PageID 15



RETURN ON SERVICE OF SUMMONS 

I hereby certify and return that on the __ day of ______ , 2014, I served this summons together 
with a copy of the complaint herein as follows: 

Name of Process Server 

(This summons is issued pursuant to Rule 4 or the Tennessee Rules or Civil Procedure) 
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1:'{ THE CIRCUIT COURT OF TENr\ESSEE FOR THE 
TWEI\'TY-SEVEI\'TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT DRESDEN, WEAKLEY COUr\TY 

Af\!GELA FORTNER. 

Plaintiff. 

vs. 

STATE OF TENNESSEE. THE UNIVERSITY 
OF TENNESSEE, PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE JOSEPH 
DIPIETRO. individually and in his official 
capacity. CHANCELLOR OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE AT MARTIN 
TIIOMAS RAKES. indh·idually and in his 
ofticial capacity, 

D~fcndnnts. 

To the ahovc named Dcfendant(s): 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

SUl\'Il\lONS 

Dr. Thomas Rakes, Chancellor 
325 Administration Building 
Martin, TN 38238 

You arc hc.!rcby summoned and required to ddcnd a civil action by filing your answer with the Clerk of the Court 

and serving a copy of your answer to the Complaint upon Michael L. \Veinman, l'laintifl"'s attornc.!y, whose address is 112 

S. Liberty Street, Suite 321, P.O. Box 266, Jackson, TI\ 38302, an answer to the complaint which is herewith served upon 

you within thirty (30) days after service of this summons upon you, cxclush·c of the day of scn.·icc. If you fail to do so, 

judgment by default will be taken against you for the! relief dl!mandcd in the complaint. \ 
\ 1\'\ i (,6·-

\Vilncss. . Clerk of said court, at office the ---U,L..: day of __..lJ.._"L ___ , 2014. 
r l r 

lj 

By: 

NOTICE TO THE DEFENDANT(S): 
Tennessee law provides a ten thousand dollar ($ 1 0,000.00) personal property exc tion from execution or seizure to 
satisfy a judgment. If a judgment should be entered against you in this action and you wish to claim property as exempt, 
you must file a written list, under oath, of the items you wish to claim as exempt with the clerk of the court. The list may 
be filed at any time and may be changed by you thereafter as necessary, however, unless it is filed before the judgment 
becomes final, it will not be effective as to any execution or garnishment issued prior to the filing of the list. Certain items 
are automatically exempt by law and do not need to be listed; these include items of necessary wearing apparel (clothing) 
for yourself and your family and trunks or other receptacles necessary to contain such apparel, family portraits, the family 
Bible and school books. Should any of these items be seized you would have the right to reco\'er them. If you do not 
understand your exemption right or how to exercise it, you may wish to seek the counsel of a lawyer. 
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RETURN ON SERVICE OF SUMMONS 

I hereby certify and return that on the __ day of ______ , 2014, I served this summons together 
with a copy of the complaint herein as follows: 

Name of Process Server 

(This summons is issued pursuant to Rul!! 4 of the Tennessee Rules of Civil Procedure) 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF TENNESSEE FOR THE 
TWENTY -SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT DRESDEN, WEAKLEY COUNTY 

ANGELA FORTNER, 

Plaintiff, 

VS. 

STATE OF TENNESSEE. THE UNIVERSITY 
OF TENNESSEE, PRESIDENT OF 1liE 
UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE JOSEPH 
DIPIETRO, individually and in his official 
capacity, CHANCEU..OR OF THE 
UNIVERSfiY OF TENNESSEE AT MARTIN 
THOMAS RAKES, indi,·idually and in his 
official capacity. 

Defendants. 

To the above named Defendant(s): 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

No.&QU\ 6J~ 
Jury Trial Demanded ORIGINAL 
Service acc~tecl on behalf of 

Defendant bm d-~! \lT 
this_ ~ , ~t....__:t_ 
Lucy Honey Haynes, Chief Deputy 

SUl\11\fONS 

State of Tennessee 
c/o Robert E. Cooper. Jr .• Attorney General 
P.O. Box 20207 
Nashville, TN 37202 

You arc hereby summoned and required to defend a civil action by filing your answer with the Clerk of the Court 

and serving a copy of your answer to the Complaint upon Michael L Weinman. Plaintiff's attorney, whose address is I 12 

S. Liberty Stn.'Ct, Suite 321, P.O. Box 266, Jackson, TN 38302, an answer to the complaint which is herewith sen·ed upon 

you within thirty (30) days arter service of this summons upon you, exclush·e of the day of sen·ice. If you fail to do so, 

this----~-­ By: 
Lucy Honey Haynes, Chief Deputy 

NOTICE TO 1HE DEFENDANT(S): 
Tennessee law provides a ten thousand dollar ($10,000.00) personal property exemption from execution or seizure to 
satisfy a judgment. If a judgment should be entered against you in this action and you wish to claim property as exempt, 
you must file a written list, under oath. of the items you wish to claim as exempt with the clerk of the court. The list may 
be filed at any time and may be changed by you thereafter as necessary, however, unless it is filed before the judgment 
becomes final. it will not be effective as to any execution or garnishment issued prior to the filing of the list. Cenain items 
are automatically exempt by law and do not need to be listed; these include items of necessary wearing apparel (clothing) 
for yourself and your family and trunks or other receptacles necessary to contain such apparel, family portraits, the family 
Bible and school books. Should any of these items be seized you would have the right to recover them. If you do not 
understand your exemption right or how to exercise it, you may wish to seek the counsel of a lawyer. 
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RETURN ON SERVICE OF SUMMONS 

I hereby certify and return that on the __ day of ______ , 2014, I served this summons together 
with a copy of the complaint herein as follows: 

Name of Process Server 
~ . . . 

·!' •• 

(This summons is issued pursuant to Rule 4 oflhc Tennessee Rules of Civil Procedure) 

• •. ~ 'I o t " 

~ ' t :I ~ • ' ~ I • ·:,. • ~ "; : 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF TENNESSEE FOR THE 
TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT DRESDEN, WEAKLEY COUNT\' 

ANGELA FORTNER, ) 
) 

Plaintiff, ) 
) Civll Action No. 2014CV9 

v. ) 
) 

STATBOFTBNNESSEB, THE ) JURY DEMAND 
~nYOFTBNNESS~ ) 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY ) 

. JOSEPH DIPIETRO, individually ) 
And in his official capadty, ) 
CHANCELLOR OF THE ) 
~ITY OF TENNESSEE ) 
AT MARTIN THOMAS RAKES, ) 
individually and in his official capacity, ) 

) 
Defendants. ) 

NOTICE OF FILING OF NOTICE OF REMOVAL 
TO THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE WESTERN DISTRicr OF TENNESSEE 

TO: Pam Bellew, Qerk 
Weakley County Circuit Court 
116 West Main Street 
Dresden, TN 38225 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Defendants State of Tennessee, The University of 

Tennessee, Joseph DiPietro, and Thomas Rakes have filed a Notice of Removal of the 

above-styled action from the Chancery Court of Weakley County, Tennessee to the 

ExhibitS 
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United States District Court for the Western Dishict of Tennessee, Eastern Division. A 

copy of the Notice of Removal is attached hereto. 

Respectfully submitted this 21st day of March, 2014. 

&.-2c~ 
Thomas C. Doolan BPR # 012513 
Associate General Counsel 
The University of Tennessee 
Office of the General Counsel 
719 Andy Holt Tower 
Knoxville, TN 37996-0170 
(865) 974-3245 
tdoolan@teimessee.ed u 

Attorney for All Defendants 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on March 21, 2014, a h·ue and correct copy of the foregoing 

Notice of Removal was served via first-class mail, postage prepaid, to 

Michael L. Weinman 
112 S. Liberty Street, Suite 321 
P.O. Box 266 
Jackson, Tennessee 38302 

Thomas C. Doolan 

2 
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